
2020

AUTUMN
2020

NEWSLETTER



IN THIS ISSUE…

●  Friends of
 Mabalingwe
 launched

● Security & Fire
    News

● Holiday
    Programmes
    and acivities

● Fire Update &
Evacuation Plan

● Local Contact
Numbers

Front cover photo:
Agama

Penni Warncke

From the editor…

It’s hard to believe that the festive holiday season is behind us,
and we’re well on our way to Easter already. Just as the calendar
changes so do the seasons and we’ll shortly be feeling the slight
nip in the air as autumn comes in and the colour of the veld and
the foliage changes.

It’s also AGM season for many of the Bodies Corporate and there
is much to discuss.  Not least of which is the progress that’s been
made with the establishment of the Friends of Mabalingwe, the
purchase of the shares and subsequently 50% of the game.  These
are all very exciting developments for Mabalingwe and for
owners.  More on this in this edition of the newsletter.

If you’ve not visited Shareblock’s entertainment area opposite the
MCPA offices, do yourself a favour and take a moment to enjoy a
beverage and slice of cake at the coffee shop, have a turn on the
jumping pillow, dip your toes in the pool or enjoy a game on the
newly renovated multi-sports court.  There’s now an expanded
play area for children and for the moms and dads, loungers
abound around the pool area.

There’s also heightened fun at the Caravan Park for kiddies with
the installation of slides into the pool.

A full schedule of activities will run over the Easter Holidays and
other long-weekend periods at the various Shareblock
entertainment areas, Kalahari Oasis and at the Caravan Park.

This newsletter is published as a service to Home Owners and
members of the MCPA.  While we believe the information
provided to be reliable, comments and opinions expressed by
contributors are not necessarily those of the MCPA or the Editor.



FRIENDS OF MABALINGWE LAUNCHED

In December 2019 we reported that the following important steps
in the future of game on Mabalingwe had occurred:

● Game management agreements were signed between the game
owners and the Mabalingwe land owners on 90% of the 8 800ha
of the Greater Mabalingwe determining for the first time in
Mabalingwe’s rich history.  In terms of the game management
agreements the terms and conditions upon which game may be
kept by game owners on the property were established and
determines the roadmap for game for the duration of the
agreements;

● The company Friends of Mabalingwe (FoM) that was established
to finance the purchase of 50% of the game in Mabalingwe took
ownership of the game early in December 2019 – more on those
that took up shares in FoM below;

● LUDUM Game Consortium that was established through a joint
venture between FoM and Boschpoort Safaris (“BPS” the owner
of the other 50% of the game) sprang into action to actively
manage the game enterprise part of the game – that is,
obtaining the licenses, managing the catching, selling and also
hunting of the game;

● LUDUM made its first payment to the land owners in terms of
the game management agreements with said compensation to
be applied towards the maintenance of the fences.

The FoM shareholding:
All registered land owners were invited to participate in the game
purchase through FoM with the initial process closing on 31
January 2020 whereby 294 shares were taken up at a combined
value (including the commensurate loan agreements) of R6,174m.
The shares are held by:
● 60 shares by MCPA members;

● 56 shares by individual land owners in Mabalingwe;

● 178 shares by the founders of FoM
(Louise Snyman, Ian Wilcocks & Jan Zeederberg)



FRIENDS OF MABALINGWE LAUNCHED continued

At the FoM meeting held on 8 February 2020 the share certificates
were issued to the new game owners and were the financial
position of the new company discussed indicating that after the
full game purchase price was paid and the first instalment for the
fences been paid it still has a healthy R900 000 in cash reserves.
It was also confirmed that FoM and LUDUM have been subscribed
with the land owners to an umbrella public liability cover
specifically for possible events that may follow from spread of fire,
hunting liability and also breakout of animals.

Game management in 2020:
A report on the veldt management was presented at the FoM
meeting with extracts also later in this newsletter. The objective of
veld management to establish a sustainable habitat for the game
and also to make game viewing in Mabalingwe as pleasurable as
possible for game viewers.
In turn the game owners have the responsibility to manage the
correct type and number of game to fit in with the veldt.  To
establish an accurate base, under LUDUM’s instruction a game
count was conducted in October 2019 (at a cost of R125 000) with
the number of the plains game and plans for same in 2020 being as
in the table below:
MABALINGWE GAME PLAN 2020

Totals 3095 -89 3710 3462 All species inc warthog, elephant, etc

Description Oct 2019
Count

Allowed
Natural

Mortalities

Expected
Growth

Ideal
Quotas

Number
over/ under Action for 2020

Low-Selective Grazers

African Buffalo 24 -1 25 50 -25 Keep

Burchell’s Zebra 280 -7 333 200 133 Can be reduced 2020

Blesbok 17 -1 20 150 -130 Keep

Tsessebe 12 -1 12 60 -48 Keep

High-Selective Grazers

Blue Wildebeest 373 -9 425 400 25 Can be reduced 2020

Gemsbok 15 -1 17 17 0 Keep

Red Hartebeest 54 -2 63 80 -17 Keep

Waterbuck 98 -3 118 100 18 Can be reduced 2020

Mixed Feeders

Eland 10 -1 11 0 11 Can be reduced 2020*

Impala 982 -24 1322 1000 322 Can be reduced 2020

Nyala 162? -4 202 300 -98 Verification needed**

Browsers

Giraffe 95 -3 106 60 46 Can be reduced 2020

Kudu 396 -10 487 400 87 Can be reduced 2020



FRIENDS OF MABALINGWE LAUNCHED continued

Notes on Table:
* The Eland have not adapted well to conditions on Mabalingwe.
** The number of Nyala given in the game count is in question.

As in 2019, it is planned to reduce the numbers mentioned above
as far as practically possible by catching and selling at an auction
with the remainder (between 25 and 33% of the game) being part
of either a hunting or culling process.  Hunting (or culling) will be
restricted to specific areas which will be marked and cordoned off
and will not take place on weekends – starting at noon on every
Friday - or (4-term) school holidays.  In general, the hunting/
culling will take place in two 4-week periods before and after the
winter holiday period with specific detail to follow.  The keen
interest shown by prospective buyers to dart kudu rather than
hunt them to preserve the genes of some of the Mabalingwe kudu
bulls will also be pursued as an alternative to reduce numbers in
areas where, by agreement with the land owners, no hunting may
take place. The game catching/auction is planned for August/
September of this year with a game count to follow soon
thereafter.

The elephant and rhino management plans will be updated in the
year by specialists with following actions to be approved by the
provincial environmental authority before any steps on the
possible reduction of their numbers may be taken.  Whilst it is
understood that the decision to reduce the numbers of these
gentle giants is always an emotional one, it is vital for the
conservation of them within the confined space of Mabalingwe.
As in the past, the first
option will always be to
find buyers, but within
the strict conservation
requirements of the
Provincial authorities a
possible buyer cannot
be guaranteed.



FRIENDS OF MABALINGWE LAUNCHED continued

Plans for 2021:
As for 2020, the game count undertaken at the end of the 2020
winter when the animals can be easily seen from the air will
determine the actions for 2021. One of the actions identified for
2021 which to be investigated further will be the construction of
structures for passive catching of animals which should lead to a
method to reduce the numbers of some of the species without the
associated adverse effects of a chopper chasing them or hunting.

In conclusion:
Where 2019 has been all about getting the game management
agreements and game purchase agreement in place, 2020 will be
the first year that the new game owners will be involved in
managing “their game” themselves. This has been planned for
many years and will bring a new dimension to owning Mabalingwe
property for many which should endure for many years.

JAN ZEEDERBERG



NEWS FROM THE MCPA office…

Goodbye Carlien
For the last six years, Carlien Stander has been the anchor at the
MCPA office, dealing with the administrative affairs of both Bodies
Corporate and the MCPA.  Carlien decided to pursue her dream of
becoming a teacher and started studying through UNISA. She
graduated last year and was offered a teaching position in
Modimole.

On behalf of all at WPM and the MCPA, we wish her all the best
and thank her for her hard work and positive attitude towards
both owners and staff.

Welcome Engela
We welcome Engela Bondesio to our team. Engela will take over
from Carlien with immediate effect. She is no stranger to financial
management and administration and is looking forward to meeting
the owners at the various annual general meetings over the next
couple of months.

MAIN GATE UPGRADE

Those who visited Mabalingwe in the last three weeks will have
observed the activities at the main road entering Mabalingwe from
the R516.

We are planning a brand-new entrance area for Mabalingwe. The
final architectural proposals will be submitted within the next
couple of weeks, after which construction will start.



Security MATTERS
Security remains one of the focus areas for the MCPA.
It is clear from the 2019 statistics that there is a gradual trend from
the previous focus in the south up to the north, namely Idwala,
Kukama, and Elandfontein. 88% of break-ins occured in the north
in 2019 compared to 20% in 2018. 71% of the break-ins in 2019
were by unforced entry.

In a letter from the Kukama Trustees to its members, the then
chairman, Mark Austin wrote:

The security situation at Mabalingwe has changed substantially
since the 80 break-ins experienced during 2015. During 2019,
17 burglaries occurred on the total farm of which 11 occurred in
the northern area comprising Elandsfontein and Kukama.  The
MCPA have noticed a gradual trend this year from a previous focus
in the south up to the north.

The MCPA has established that the criminals operate as syndicates
from the Brits area and are very well coordinated. Several criminal
cases have been opened but the conversion rate to incarceration is
very low.

In analyzing the pattern of burglaries the MCPA have noted that
the southern area has 45 houses covered by Videofied. They are of
the firm opinion that this system has played an important part in
avoiding break-ins but , unfortunately, this is now impacting on our
area as criminal activity has migrated to the northern area.

It is important to note that effective security is a layered process
ranging from prevention of access into the Mabalingwe Nature
Reserve, regular patrolling to deter intruders, tracking of possible
intruders, reaction to alarms (all the previous are managed by the
MCPA), to individual house security such burglar bars, internal
alarms, Videofied, and general awareness (all these latter actions
should be managed by homeowners).

Continued on the following page….

Security Numbers
to note:

Control room
014 001 7240
082 546 9052
083 272 4851

Louis Roux
060 716 7175



Security matters continued…
The Trustees do not believe that only the responsibilities managed
by the MCPA result in a total security solution.

Various situations that have been identified
by the security department in to assisting
criminals are as follows:

● Poor key control – contractor staff do
move on but if key safe codes are not
changed regularly then these people
can access a house easily – this could
be the source of ‘inside jobs’.

●Many thefts are opportunistic where
houses are left open or poorly
protected – thieves literally walk in
and help themselves whilst
occupants are braaing outside or
sleeping upstairs.

● Poor security on doors and windows
generally

● Lack of alarms or camera systems

● It has been known that houses have let contractors stay on
the property without MCPA knowledge in order to do work
on the houses – these people are free to roam Mabalingwe
at night.

The Trustees and the MCPA are very aware of the criminal activity,
but both parties feel strongly that homeowners can also do their
part in avoiding this petty theft by installing simple solutions such
as burglar bars, alarm systems or Videofied. The Trustees do not
subscribe to the fact that the MCPA is wholly responsible for
controlling criminal activity. Any increase in prevention strategies,
either by the MCPA or homeowners, will have a cost implication.
The MCPA is always available to advise homeowners.

Security Numbers
to note:

Control room
014 001 7240
082 546 9052
083 272 4851

Louis Roux
060 716 7175



A NOISy affair…

Noise Complaints 2019

Noise complaints increased in 2019 over previous years.
While it is true to say that the majority of the noise
complaints relate to rented properties, it is not true in all
cases.

Below is a table of the number of complaints received in
each Body Corporate, each month in 2019:

Stricter penalties are being implemented by the Bodies
Corporate to reduce the high number of noise complaints.
We request owners to please ensure that all visitors are
made aware of the rules.

Owners with a valid noise complaint should immediately
contact the Control Room to report the violation - there is no
recourse or redress the following day or the following week -
action can only be taken at the time of the incident.

Contact Details
014 001 7240
083 272 4851
082 546 9052

SB - Shareblock

J F M A M J J A S O N D Total

1 1 5 0 2 0 2 2 1 0 1 5 0 19

2 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 4 1 2 1 19

3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 0 2 0 2 2 2 2 0 2 0 0 1 13

5 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 10

6 1 2 2 0 3 2 2 1 5 0 0 2 20

7 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 5

8 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3

10 2 1 4 2 1 3 3 2 1 1 1 5 26

SB 0 4 1 1 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 12

Security Numbers
to note:

Control room
014 001 7240
082 546 9052
083 272 4851

Louis Roux
060 716 7175



A FIRE SEASON TO REMEMBER…
The 2019 fire season was surely one to remember.
With numerous fires in the area, the Working on Fire team was
reguarly kept busy. The Mabalingwe fire team also assisted with
fire suppression efforts around Mabalingwe. Due to the extremely
high temperatures and dry conditions that were experienced,
these fires were more destructive than in previous years and took
longer to suppress.

On the 8th of October 2019, Mabalingwe experienced a devasting
fire, which was caused by a runaway fire from a neighbouring
entity. With assistance from the Mabalingwe fire team, Working
on Fire ground crew, Working on Fire Arial support and members
from the community around Mabalingwe, the runaway blaze was
brought under control and extinguished.

The rainy season started, bringing a new threat – lighting. There
were 4 lighting strike fires on top of the mountains – 3 fires on
Vodacom Hill and 1 fire on the “Old Lion Camp” hill. 3 of these
were extinguished by the rain and 1 by the Mabalingwe Fire Team
with the assistance of Working on Fire.

The Working on Fire team is busy with fire breaks in around
Mabalingwe and Serapa and are assisting Cyferfontein with the
clearing of their road reserve.

The Mabalingwe Fire team is and will be at the ready for any fires
in 2020. Please report any sign of smoke or fire immediately to
our control room giving as much information you possibly can.

Contact Details
014 001 7240
083 272 4851
082 546 9052



ECOLOGY REPORT
In October 2019 the MCPA acquired the services of Ekofocus to
consult on ecological matters both from an academic and
operational point of view. They have recommended a bush
control program, including the following:

● areas where the bush is to be completely removed
● areas where follow up control needs to be done
● ideal control methods for each area
● time frame in which this needs to be completed
● recommended use of selective herbicides
● photographic data for future reference

The first areas of focus are Olievenfontein and Rietspruit, where
177 hectares of bush clearance were done in 2019. On their
recommendation, the focus will be on the chemical control of
re-growth in that area.

Another key area for 2020/21 will be the enhancement of the
game viewing experience by clearing 20 meters of bush on the
sides of the roads.

Fire remains an important management tool. The MCPA will apply
for a permit to do controlled burns in Rietspruit / Olievenfontein
(350ha), Bergplaas (160ha), Witland (300ha) and Elandsfontein
(213ha). This will be done in October/ November after the first
rains, if conditions permit.

Fence update

Mabalingwe consists of 45km of game fence. Out of this, 70% of
the fence is situated on properties managed by the MCPAm and
the balance is situated on entities that do not form part of the
MCPA.

To ensure that we adhere to the minimum standards of fence
categories for dangerous animals, the MCPA does regular checks
on the fence to ensure it is safe and in good repair. In 2019 six
kilometers of the fence was upgraded.  We plan to upgrade 13km
of the fence in 2020. This will mean that 73% of the fence,
managed by the MCPA, will be deemed to be in excellent
condition - the balance is in fair condition and will be upgraded in
2021.



PROPERTY AGENTS & service providers

Owners are reminded of the following:

Estate Agents & Rental Agents : Owners are free to choose any
estate agent to represent them in the sale of their property.
Owners are similarly free to choose a rental agent to represent
them.

Owners are asked to ensure that the agent of their choice is
au fait with the rules of the Body Corporate concerned and that
they adequately advise potential buyers or renters of the Conduct
Rules.   Potential buyers should also have the opportunity to
familiarise themselves with the Body Corporate’s Management
Rules.

Potential buyers may also be interested in the Annual Financial
Statements and the Memorandum of Incorporation of the MCPA
and these can be obtained by emailing admin@wbpm.co.za

Contractors and Service Providers : Owners often require the
services of contractors for repairs and maintenance purposes.
Owners are free to use a contractor of their choice providing that
the contractor in question complies with the requirements of our
Security protocols.  Anyone wishing to know more, can contact
the Control Room or Security Manager, Louis Roux.

USE OF KEYPADS AT GATES
Numerical keypads have been installed at a number of gates in
Mabalingwe, including Elandsfontein and Idwala.  These are for
use ONLY in cases where there is no cell signal or for some similar
reason the cell system is not working.  Owners can press the talk
button to be assisted with either the number or opening of the
gate remotely by the Control Room.  The code will be changed
immediately after each outage.

For YOUR and your neighbours security, the code must not be
shared with anyone else ever, including contractors and staff -
anyone needing access can use the talk key to speak to the
Control Room.  Abuse of the system will only endanger the
security we are working so hard to establish.







EASTER FUN AT THE CARAVAN PARK
Join us for our family fun-filled entertainment programme
THIS EASTER, suitable for young and old!  Activities during the
Easter weekend include Easter egg hunt, marshmallow braai,
movie night, “Kettie & boogskiet”, Mr & Ms Mabalingwe,
“Mr Boep & Ms Bikini”, bingo, music at the pool, kids horse riding,
putt-putt, volleyball, “boeresport”, quizzies, game drives, kiddies
game drives, predator feeding and much more!

Games for the kiddies:
● “Meel Wurms”

● Water hula hoop fun

● Water pong

● Coin dive

For the hungry we have a take-away restaurant and a
liquor store, as well as a well-equipped shop with curios and
every day necessities.  Game drives take you for a closer look
of the Big 5 as well as cheetahs, caracals, tigers, our brand
New addition to the Mabalingwe family – ROCKY, our
white male lion and many more!
So, GET DOWN to the R&R Bar and make memories
that will last a lifetime!

KIDDIES FUN GETS A BOOST...
3 brand new kiddies slides at the Caravan Park swimming
pools were introduced in December 2019 and the kids laughter
could be heart throughout the entire Festive Season!   Just another
addition to the caravan park entertainment area to ensure endless
fun for the kiddies…  and more time for Mom & Dad to relax in the
SUN while the kiddies are having FUN!



NEW MID-WEEK CARAVAN PARK PACKAGES
Ongoing brainstorming regarding new strategies to increase our
midweek occupancy introduced our first midweek group in
February 2020. Midweek campers are mostly pensioners, but you
also get your clever young couples, singles and groups that take
advantage these awesome opportunities.

These urban escapees were the inspiration for our Bushveld
Breakaways. They tell us that one or two evenings in pursuit of the
bush, stargazing and the roar of lions can be just the re-set that
they crave from their hectic city lives. Without going far, or
spending much money, you can find yourself, as one visitor put it,
‘a million miles’ from everyday life – but, still back in time for the
last part of the week.

Mabalingwe Game Reserve, in collaboration with 4trek
Adventures, released 2 midweek packages, a 5-day adventure with
a fully catered  programme for every day of the week.  We look
forward to welcoming more midweek groups taking advantage of
this new offering.

who’s new at the predator park…

It’s a great honour for us at the Predator Park to introduce you to
the latest “family member”… ROCKY, our majestic white male lion.
Rocky was introduced to the farm and established
at Lions rock.  At first, Rocky was kept under
observation to make sure he adapted well in his
new habitat.

Whereas albinos have pink or red coloration to their
eyes and noses, white lions have blue or gold eyes,
black features on their noses, “eye-liner,” and dark
patches behind their ears. Male white lions may
have white, blonde, or pale hair in their manes
and on the ends of their tails. Rocky adapted
extremely well and we invite all WHOLE OWNERS
to view Rocky at Lions Rock at the Predator Park.
Bookings can be made at the Caravan Park
Reception near the main Mabalingwe entrance
gate.

Caravan Park
Reception,
Shop and

Liquor Store

014 736 6090
014 001 7010



Mabalingwe weather
For the period 1 October 2019 – 17 February 2020, the rainfall
received at the Mabalingwe weather station was 431,3mm.

Whilst the rainfall received is in line with the average of past
years to date, records show that Mabalingwe can receive
rainfall in excess of 100mm in February, March and April.
Although we believe the dams are already at a level which
should see us comfortably through the winter, more rain is
needed.

HIGH LOW AVERAGE
NOVEMBER 2019
Temperature 36.4 C 13.3 C 25.2 C
Dew Point 24.7 C -4.7 C 13.8 C
Humidity 0.99 0.1 0.55
Precipitation 162.82mm

DECEMBER 2019
Temperature 37.3 C 12.9 C 23.9 C
Dew Point 24.9 C -2.1 C 16.9 C
Humidity 0.99 0.1 0.69
Precipitation 111.26mm

JANUARY 2020
Temperature 34.3 C 15.9 C 23.8 C
Dew Point 24.5 C -8.3 C 14.8 C
Humidity 0.99 0.1 0.62
Precipitation 152.90mm



evacuation plan
Fire remains one of the greatest risks we have on Mabalingwe.
Not only does it threaten the loss of grazing and property, but also
life. For this reason, we would like to ensure that owners are
informed on the evacuation procedure for their specific area.

Method of notification
Owners will be notified in one of the following ways:
● Telephonic notification from the control room

● Mabalingwe staff will go door to door

The assembly point for each area is listed below. Visitors and
residents should make their way to the assembly point in a quick
but safe manner, taking all due safety precautions.

Stables
Soccer Flied or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

AREA ASSEMBLY POINT

Ingwe Camp Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Kwalata & Elephant Lodge Farm shop parking area

Kubu, Phiri and Tsweni Kubu swimming pool

Caravan Park Remain at the Caravan Park

Mabalingwe 1 (Idwala)
Mabalingwe 8 (Kukama)
Mabalingwe 10 (Elandsfontein)

Elandsfontein gate.
If the threat is in Elandsfontein, evacuate south
to the farm shop parking area.

Mabalingwe 7
(Boekenhoutplaat) Boekenhoutplaat gate.

Mabalingwe 2
(West of farm shop) Farm shop parking area

Mabalingwe 2
(East of Farm shop) Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Mabalingwe 4 Stables, soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Mabalingwe 6 Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Bush Camps Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)



Mabalingwe Control Room 24/7 security service, alarm monitoring 014 001 7240
controlroom@wbpm.co.za 083 272 4851
systems@wpmproperties.co.za 082 546 9052

Police  SAPS Bela Bela  014 736 9700

Ambulance Provincial ambulance Bela Bela  014 736 2121

Provincial Hospital  Bela Bela Provincial Hospital  014 736 2121

St Vincent Private Hospital  Private hospital in Bela Bela  014 736 2310

Trauma  Private ambulance service  014 736 2831

Medlin Pharmacy  Weekdays 08:30 – 18:00  014 736 2285
 Saturdays 08:30 – 13:30
 Sundays and Holidays 10:30 – 12:00

Van Heerden Pharmacy  Weekdays 08:00 – 19:00 014 736 2301
 Saturdays 08:00 – 12:00 & 17:00 – 19:00
 Sundays and Holidays 10:00 – 12:00 & 17:00 – 19:00

Drs Bergh & Coertze  Local doctors based in Bela Bela  014 736 2290

Drs Emslie & De Jonge  Local doctors based in Bela Bela  014 736 2032

Drs Grobler & De Villiers  Local doctors based in Bela Bela  014 736 2220

Control Room  24/7 Electrical or Water problems  014 001 7240

Reception  Office hours 07:00 – 22:00  014 001 7011

Game Drives and Activities  Information and bookings at Shareblock  014 001 7011

Game Drives and Activities  Information and bookings at Caravan Park  014 736 6090
 & Predator Park bookings 014 001 7010

Restaurant  Breakfast: 07:00 – 11:00 014 736 9019
 Lunch: 11:00 – 15:30
 Dinner: 18:30 – 21:30

Farm Shop Mondays to Thursdays 09:00 – 17:00  014 001 7011
 Fridays 09:00 – 19:00
 Saturdays 09:00 – 17:00
 Sundays 08:00 – 16:00

Vultures View Bar  Mondays to Sundays 10:00 – 20:00  014 001 7011

Caravan Park, Shop and Liquor Store   014 736 6090
  014 001 7010

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS


