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 INTRODUCTION 
 

 

The days are warm with clear blue skies while the nights are turning chilly as 
we cycle through the start of winter.  The trees have taken on their autumn 
hues and the grass has turned from green to gold while Orion makes way for 
Scorpio in our skies.  The newborns in the veld have grown in size and the 
snakes are looking for a good spot to rest up and bask during the coolest 
months. 
 
The cycle of work for the MCPA continues too – preparations for the upcoming 
fire season is taking center-stage with grass cutting around houses and the 
maintenance of firebreaks.  A number of roads took a beating from the summer 
rains and work continues to repair them. 
 
On the administrative front, the MCPA AGM took place on 12 June at Midstream 
and details of the proceedings can be read in the following pages. 
 
There’s also some important coverage on water quality and safety and the 
usual updates on security and fire prevention. 
 
The Directors, Management and staff continue to work towards a cohesive, 
well-serviced and well-functioning Mabalingwe.  
 
Until the next time.  Kind regards, 
 

Sandy Morton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 AGM FEEDBACK 
 

 

THE AGM AND FINANCIALS 
 
The MCPA Board held its Annual General Meeting for 2019 on Wednesday, 12 June 2019 to close yet 
another successful year of the organisation.  Some of the salient figures and information from the 
discussions and the financial statements for the year ending 31 Dec 2018 are: 
 
• The AGM of 2019 is the 8th AGM since adoption of the MOI (Memorandum of Incorporation) of the MCPA 

on 9 December 2011, where the financial statements were presented. 
• Income from levies (other than electricity) increased from R9,629m to R10,616m. 
• Operating expenses (excluding cost of electricity) increased from R10,938m to R11,404m leaving a 

surplus on the year of R0,846m.  (Note, the surplus attained after accounting for the “other income” 
from projects complete, the Lionman competition, etc.). 

• The ratio of current liabilities to current assets has changed from 2,1 in 2017 to 1,4 in 2018 and total 
assets to total liabilities from 1,07 to 1,30 and has since shown further improvement. 

• Over the year the loan for purchasing the MCPA offices was further reduced from R1,462m to R1,083m.  
It is expected that the loan will be fully repaid in 2020. 

• The insured values of the MCPA offices, electrical transformers, vehicles and the like were  discussed 
and approved by the Board. 

• It was confirmed that a number of capital projects were completed during the year 2018, being: 
 

o Water 
▪ 500m pipe replacement in Witland  
▪ 500m pipe replacement at the central reservoir 
▪ 1km pipe replacement at Mabalingwe 1 

 
o Electricity 

▪ 700m cable replaced in Mabalingwe 2 
▪ 300m cable replaced in Mabalingwe 6 
▪ Replaced 24 domestic electrical meters  
▪ Upgrade of Mabalingwe 7 transformer  

 
o Refuse removal 

Outsourced refuse removal  
 

o Vehicles 
 Purchased two Toyota bakkies 

 
 

  



 REPORT FROM THE MPCA CHAIR 
 
Jan Zeederberg, the current MCPA Chairperson, focused attention 
during his address on items that need attention in the forthcoming 
years at Mabalingwe to maintain a sustainable model.  The 
standard sustainability model as in the Venn-diagram refers: 
 
The identified parameters for Mabalingwe being: 
 

• Environmental Sustainability: Living within the means of the 
natural resources. 

• Land 
• Habitat 
• Game 

 
• Economic Sustainability: Using resources efficiently and responsibly so that it can operate in a 

sustainable manner to consistently produce an operational profit. 
•  Finances, liquidity, competitive levies, sales of units 
•  Security and fire protection 

 
• Social Sustainability: The ability of a society, or any social system, to persistently achieve good 

social well-being.  
•  Appreciation and enjoyment 
• “Fit in” within the “Mabalingwe social environment” 

 
In evaluating the current Mabalingwe model, the Chairman believes that Mabalingwe can currently be 
measured as: 
 

• On Environmental Sustainability a score of 5/10 as plans and agreements are being developed – 
implementation outstanding 

• On Economic Sustainability a score of 8/10 as the aspects on finances, security & fire protection 
are well identified and, generally, in place. 

• On Social Sustainability a lot more work and definition is required to evaluate and develop criteria 
for appreciation, enjoyment and to “fit in” with what Mabalingwe has to offer. 

 
The MCPA Board remains committed and focused on working towards a sustainable environment for all 
its members and understands that, whilst there may be differing viewpoints and expectations, the goal 
should be to achieve the “sweet spot” in utilising the natural resources of Mabalingwe efficiently and 
responsibly to create social acceptability and appreciation for most of its members. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  



MCPA BOARD MEMBERS 2019 / 2020 
 
The MCPA Chair thanked the outgoing board members – and also Enrico Liebenberg who stepped down 
during the year. 
 
The following persons were nominated and elected to the MCPA board for the next year: 
 

• Nominations from BCs to MCPA: 
 

Mabalingwe 1 Pierre de Klerk 
Mabalingwe 2 Frik Rademan 
Mabalingwe 4 Hannes Wessels 
Mabalingwe 6 Jan Zeederberg 
Mabalingwe 10 Sandy Morton  

 
• Nominations from Shareblock: 

 
o Ian Wilcocks 
o Cari du Preez 
o Johan van Niekerk 

 

GAME MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
 
The MCPA Board discussed the principle of signing a new Game Management Agreement with the 
potential new game owners and adopted a resolution to enter into the agreement as soon as the game 
purchase agreement has been completed.  The process is expected to be completed by mid to end July 
2019. 
 
 

PROJECTS BY THE MCPA DURING THE LATTER HALF OF 2019 
 
It was confirmed that the following projects will be attended to during the remainder of 2019: 
 

• Water 
o Continue with tests to confirm water quality and water quality improvement 
o Continue with steps to improve the sustainability of the water supply to Mabalingwe 7 
o Protection of water tanks against elephant damage (electric fence) 

 
• Electricity 

o Replace 1 km of cable in Mabalingwe 6 
o Upgrade switchgear 
o Replace 30 electrical meters at units 

 
• Upgrade entrance gate and road infrastructure 

o Continue with planning and investigations and then prepare cost estimates 
 
  



CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND ABUSE OF MCPA STAFF  
 
The Board discussed the principle of implementing a conflict resolution methodology.  This will establish 
a process whereby grievances of owners and members can be raised and addressed in a constructive 
manner.  As per the discussion on sustainability, the Board remains committed to working towards a 
sustainable Mabalingwe which may mean that in some circumstances, decisions will be taken for the 
good of the greater group rather that the wishes or interests of individuals. 
 
Complaints following noise disturbances have unfortunately become the norm on weekends with the 
security staff often placed in the middle of some heated arguments from irate and aggrieved groups.  
Whilst the security staff do not shy away from the task to confront noisy persons, they must be addressed 
with respect.  The MCPA Board undertook to investigate repeated abuse of staff members and take steps 
where required.  
 
 

IN CONCLUSION  
 
There is a lot to be positive about with regards to the future of Mabalingwe – it is located on a beautiful 
piece of land with interesting landscapes, it is well established with a wide variety of game, the 
infrastructure is well established with proven yield and structures are in place and proven to function 
well at a monthly levy far lower than of similar schemes.  Mabalingwe is also on the verge of a new dawn 
where the property owners will also share in the ownership of the game. 
 
As a Board, and also owners and members of Mabalingwe, there is a commitment to steer Mabalingwe 
to a sustainable future for the enjoyment of all. 
 
God bless,  
 

Jan Zeederberg  
 
 

 



MCPA UPDATE 
 
The paintbrush of autumn has worked its way through Mabalingwe. It is as if the mood is changing in 
nature from that of spontaneous joy to a more solemn atmosphere. That, however, cannot stop the joy we 
experience when driving through Mabalingwe and see the appreciation of nature after this wet summer. 
The thick bush stands in contrast to the dry 2017 season. 
 
May saw an average temperature of 17˚C with maximums of 30 ˚C and lows of 5 ˚C. The temperature drop 
between April and May was an average of 3 ˚C. While the days are still warm the nights are becoming 
colder. 
 
The drop in temperature does not stop our owners from doing game drives on a regular basis. People 
report great game sightings with giraffe groups as much as 23 in one area. Other sightings included two 
leopards, elephant in the southern section of Mabalingwe and even the Gemsbok decided to show their 
faces. 
 
Our bush clearance projects in game drive areas are ongoing with more than 30 hectares cleared in 
Bergplaas and an additional 50 hectares to be cleared in the Rietspruit and Olievenfontein areas. Major 
road upgrades are also in process in these areas. 
 
Dam safety remains a very important aspect on Mabalingwe - the six dams are downstream from each 
other and this causes a cascade effect. As part of our management plan, these dams were recently 
inspected by a dam engineer for safety and we await his final report. 
 
Our water team is currently busy with a project to clean all the water stations on the reserve to ensure 
better water quality. However, there is a high fluoride content level in the water of most of the areas. The 
fluoride comes from the granite in the northern sections of Mabalingwe. Long-term exposure to water 
with high fluoride content can cause teeth and skeletal problems. It seems that short-term exposure to 
water with high fluoride content has no significant effect.  The concern is more for permanent residents 
and staff. There are a number of remedies for the high fluoride content; the most cost-effective system 
seems to be the domestic reverse osmosis system. 
 
Electrical infrastructure maintenance remains one of our focus areas. This includes upgrades of cables, 
substations and meters. A major upgrade of reticulation and cables is planned in the Mabalingwe 6 area 
in July. The main objective for these upgrades is to limit faults and enhance safety. More detail will be 
communicated to the Body Corporate concerned closer to the time. 
 
Fire prevention remains a major aspect over this period. We encourage our owners to assist by ensuring 
that your unit is cleared from any grass and dry branches for at area of at least 20 meters around 
buildings.  Ensure that trees that overhang roofs are cut back. 

 

Matie Barnard 
 

 
 

 



FIRE NOTICE  
 

THE 4 LAYERS IN COMBATTING FIRES 
 
It is that time of the year again where the Mabalingwe staff walk with 
one eye on the horizon (just in case there is smoke) and one ear on 
the two-way radio (just in case there is a call-out). It is a word that we 
prefer not to mention for the first 6 months of the year because it 
becomes such a major concern for us in the latter part of the year… 
FIRE!!! 
 
Veldt fires have caused their fair share of destruction on Mabalingwe - almost 2 000 hectares destroyed 
in 2008, 800 hectares destroyed in 2011 and 400 hectares in 2013. We are all aware of the damage it can 
cause to property and grazing, and it is for exactly that reason we take serious measures to prevent fire 
or limit its effects. 
 
We follow a layered fire strategy on Mabalingwe to prevent external fires from spreading into the reserve 
but also to isolate internal fires from spreading into different areas of Mabalingwe. 
 

The first layer is our membership in the Bela Bela Fire Association. This ensures that we adhere to the 

National Veld and Forest Fire Act and makes us part of the greater community that plan and strategize 
fire protection in our area. 
 

The second layer is our involvement with our neighbouring sectors which includes entities such as 

Elements, Zebula and Mabula as well as several private farms. This includes rendering assistance with 
manpower and equipment in the event of a fire on a neighbouring sector, and they in turn reciprocate with 
assistance should there be a fire on Mabalingwe. 
 

The third layer is our internal measures. This includes our fire teams, our equipment and our fire 

breaks. We receive great support from Working On Fire, a parastatal that creates jobs by training 
individuals in our area to fight fires. In their “off season” they assist in clearing the fire breaks and 
establishing new ones. With Working On Fire now based on Mabalingwe, we have the peace of mind that 
this well-trained team and their equipment are close by.  
 

The fourth layer is you. Our owners play the most important role in fighting fires. Please ensure that 

the perimeter around your house is cleared from grass and brush for at least twenty meters around your 
unit. Also, your observation and quick reporting of fire or the sight of smoke is very important.  
 
Do not hesitate to contact the Control Room (014 0017240) if you see smoke or any fire hazards. 
 

Ashley Theron  
 
  



SECURITY UPDATE 
 
June had a crazy start with 5 break-ins reported in the first weekend. Up until that weekend only one 
break-in had occurred for the year. These cases are still being investigated. 
 
Timeous reporting of incidents 
Even though the BC WhatsApp groups are a great communication tool, we would like to encourage our 
members to please report any security incidents to the Control Room at Mabalingwe at the time of the 
incident. This will assist us greatly in our security management process. 
 
Unit Names 
Please assist us in notifying the Control Room if your unit has a specific name by which it is marketed. 
This will ensure that the operators give the correct information to guests and visitors arriving at the 
gate. 
 
Game Viewers 
There are still several game drive vehicles that drive around without a registered Mabalingwe number 
plate. Please contact Ashley Theron at the Control Room to arrange for an inspection of the vehicle or to 
obtain the required number plates. Strict penalties will be issued to non-compliance. 
 
Night Drive Permits 
Night drive permits are available from the Mabalingwe Control Room. Please ensure that you collect 
your permit before you go on a night drive.  

 

Louis Roux  
 
 

PRE-REGISTRATION 
 

Owners are requested to make use of the MCPA’s website to pre-register guests visiting their homes.  
Pre-registration saves a lot of time at the gate, especially during peak periods such as Friday afternoons.   
 

The web address is:   

www.mabalingwe.org.za  
 

Scroll to the bottom of the page for the Homeowners Portal and on the left of the home page you will see 
a link to the Pre-Announcement / Pre-Registration page.  If you do not know what your pre-assigned 
password is, please contact Carlien at the MCPA’s office: carlien@wpmproperties.co.za. 
 

 

  

http://www.mabalingwe.org.za/


ELECTRICITY AND WATER TARIFF INCREASE 
 
The MCPA raises electricity and water tariffs in line with Eskom on 1 April each year.  
 
For the coming year the increase will be exactly the same as the Eskom increase, which was determined by the 
following: 
 
NERSA approved increase of Eskom tariffs -  
On 7 March 2019 the National Energy Regulator of South Africa (NERSA) granted Eskom an average percentage 
price increase of 9.41%, in 2019, 8.10% in 2020 and 5.22% in 2021. However, on 2 October 2018 and 30 October 2018 
NERSA also approved the recovery of Eskom’s MYPD3 RCA balance for year 2 - 4 of R7 776 million over a period of 
4 years, resulting in an increase of 13,87% for the period 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2020. 
 
The cost of electricity in Mabalingwe will rise on 1 April by 13,87% 
 
The cost of electricity affects the cost of pumping water as this makes up more than 80% of the cost to supply water.  
As a result the cost of water will also have to increase from 1 April to keep track with the rise in costs, but as the 
income of the past few years has been higher than the actual cost, the MCPA are working on an increase of 5% on 
water costs for the 12 month period beginning 1 April 2019. 
 
The cost of water in Mabalingwe will rise on 1 April by 5% 
 
A summary of the annual increase in costs of electricity and water (excluding VAT) in Mabalingwe from 2015 to 2019 
is shown below for reference. 
 

Electricity 
Date of increase Apr 

2015 
Apr 
2016 

Apr 
2017 

Apr 
2018 

Apr 
2019 

Increase 
In 2019 

Increase 2015 - 
2019 

Per kWh R1.14 R1.25 R1.30 R1.38 R1.572 13.91% 38% 

Capacity charge R375.44 R411.40 R430.00 R456.27 R519.50 13.86% 38% 

Water 

0-10 kl/month R7.68 R8.07 R8.10 R8.10 R8.50 4.9% 11% 

Above 10Kl, but below 

20kl/m 

R11.40 R11.97 R12.10 R12.10 R12.70 5.0% 11% 

Above 20kl, but below 50 

kl/m 

R15.61 R16.40 R16.75 R16.75 R17.60 5.1% 13% 

Above 50kl, but below 100 

kl/m 

R20.23 R21.27 R22.00 R22.00 R23.10 5.0% 14% 

100 kl + per month R25.96 R27.25 R28.50 R28.50 R30.00 5.3% 16% 

 
  



2019 GAME MANAGEMENT 
 
The 2019 game capture and auction were finalised in March - thank you to all owners for their patience during the 
week in which the game capture took place.  
 
The summary of the game captured are as follows: 
 

Specie Planned Caught % 
Blue Wildebeest 20 29 145% 

Giraffe 30 8 26.7% 

Impala 700 228 32.6% 

Kudu Bull 200 19 9.5% 

Nyala Bull 35 3 8.6% 

Red Hartebeest 10 3 30% 

Waterbuck Bull 20 10 50% 

Zebra Burchells 20 17 85% 

 
Fewer animals were caught than we planned to reduce for 2019 – the balancing of numbers to those recommended 
to the carrying capacity of the veld is vitally important for the on-going benefit of the animals and it therefore 
necessary to ensure that we reduce numbers as close to the target numbers as possible. 
 
The game owners felt that the best strategy for reducing the numbers as needed was through a combination of 
hunting, darting and a possible second round of capture. 
 
Hunting was conducted in specific areas over three separate weeks and 10 
Kudu bulls were darted and sold.  The game owners will consider an 
additional capture in June July if necessary.  
 
The auction of the captured game rendered an acceptable return and by 
agreement 50% of all game sales will be to the benefit of Friends of 
Mabalingwe Pty (Ltd).  
 
 

 



WATER QUALITY 
 
WATER QUALITY AND SAFETY 
 
The MCPA regularly conduct water safety tests.  The latest samples taken have revealed two problems 
of concern to the MCPA owners. 
 
 

E-Coli IN WATER TANKS 
 
E-Coli and other bacteria were found in water storage tanks – the source of which is most likely baboons 
playing in, around and on water storage tanks.  The tanks were cleaned and sterilized and put back into 
operation again.  Additional steps have also been taken to prevent ingress of contaminants into the tanks 
in future.  For your good health and safety, owners are requested to urgently inspect the water tanks at 
their homes to ensure that covers in are intact, in place and well-secured. 
 
 

FLUORIDE  
 
Higher levels of fluoride than ideal for human consumption was found in water in the Northern areas.  
The levels are not such that they present a danger to visitors. However, there is a concern for permanent 
residents and staff. The MCPA is monitoring the situation and seeking solutions that owners can install 
to reduce or remove the fluoride at their homes. 
 

 

 

 

LIONMAN EVENT CANCELLED 
 

The Lionman race has offered some of the most exciting routes for mountain bikers for a number of 
years.  Due to a number of factors Lionman 2019 has been taken off of the Nissan Trailseeker calendar, 
but their plans are already in place to return the race to Mabalingwe in 2020 – watch this space! 

 
 

 
 

 



 

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS 

Security  

Mabalingwe Control Room 24/7 security service, alarm monitoring 

controlroom@wbpm.co.za 

systems@wpmproperties.co.za  

014 001 7240 

083 272 4851 

082 546 9052 

Police SAPS Bela Bela 014 736 9700 

Medical (Emergencies) 

Ambulance Provincial ambulance Bela Bela 014 736 2121 

Provincial Hospital Bela Bela Provincial Hospital 014 736 2121 

St Vincent Private Hospital Private hospital in Bela Bela 014 736 2310 

Trauma Private ambulance service 014 736 2831 

Medical (General) 

Medlin Pharmacy 

Weekdays 08:30 – 18:00 

Saturdays 08:30 – 13:30 

Sundays and Holidays 10:30 – 12:00 

 

014 736 2285 

Van Heerden Pharmacy 

Weekdays 08:00 – 19:00 

Saturdays 08:00 – 12:00 & 17:00 – 19:00 

Sundays and Holidays 10:00 – 12:00 & 17:00 – 

19:00 

014 736 2301 

Drs Bergh & Coertze Local doctors based in Bela Bela 014 736 2290 

Drs Emslie & De Jonge Local doctors based in Bela Bela 014 736 2032 

Drs Grobler & De Villiers Local doctors based in Bela Bela 014 736 2220 

Water and Electricity Problems 

Control Room 24/7 Electrical or Water problems 014 001 7240 

Resort Facilities 

Reception Office hours 07:00 – 22:00 014 001 7011 

Game Drives and Activities Information and bookings at Mabalingwe 014 001 7011 

Restaurant 

Breakfast:  07:00 – 11:00 

Lunch:  11:00 – 15:30 

Dinner:  18:30 – 21:30 

014 736 9019 

Farm Shop 

Mondays to Thursdays 09:00 – 17:00 

Fridays 09:00 – 19:00 

Saturdays 09:00 – 17:00 

Sundays 08:00 – 16:00 

014 001 7011 

Ladies Bar Mondays to Sundays 10:00 – 20:00 014 001 7011 

Caravan Park, Shop and Liquor Store  014 736 6090 
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