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From the editor…

After a particularly mild winter, spring seems to have passed in a
day and we are experiencing hot days more typical of summer.
The heat and high winds have everyone in the area studying the
skies for any sign of smoke and fire.

While reserve matters, security, fire management and
administration duties keep the MCPA’s staff working hard, the
Board too are busy with a number of matters.

The signing of the Game Management Agreement and the
relationship with the new game owners, Ludum, are two hot
topics that are front and foremost of the workload of Chairman,
Jan Zeederberg.

In addition, it’s budget time and many hours have been spent to
realise a budget that allows for infrastructure maintenance and
improvement, while still allowing scope for some development
projects. The proposed levy increase of 5.8% (R3111 per month,
including VAT, excluding CSOS levy).

Development projects include an upgrade to the access control
system; new hand-held units will be purchased and the system
will be digital system will be extended to the Elandsfontein Gate
to give much better control. The area from the turn-off to
Mabalingwe to the gate will be receiving attention to improve the
aesthetics of the arrival area, and to make the entrance more
visible from the road.

Important and urgent maintenance and upgrade is required on
some sections of the fence and these tasks are a priority for the
MCPA. A transformer upgrade is also required in the
Elandsfontein area. The MCPA will be assuming responsibility for
some common roads that were previously maintained by
individual body corporates.

The “wish list” of future development projects is long but “Rome
was not built in a day” and these will be proposals will be
addressed and completed as funds become available.

Wishing you all a happy Spring (even though it feels like Summer).

Sandy Morton



Not an ordinary day at the office…
“Time flies like an arrow, but fruit flies like a banana”
(Terry Wogan)

A very apt description of life at the MCPA office!
The office is an open plan design and I have the privilege of
sharing the office with Louis (security manager), Pieter
(Maintenance manager) and Carlien (administration manager).

Most of the time everyone is focused on their work, but
sometimes something happens in the office that just changes the
routine. I am not referring to the day that Louis started smiling (or
talking) before ten o’clock in the morning.
Having an office on a reserve, nature sometimes throws in a curve
ball or two:
● Like the day a Mozambican spitting cobra decided to take up

residence in the office (and refused to be relocated). Let’s just
say that our office tables proved itself to be stronger than we
thought.

● There was also the baboon that fell in love with Carlien and
came to visit daily. When she decided to close the front door
for lover boy, he decided to come in from the back. I am not
sure who had the biggest scare, Carlien or the baboon after
everyone started screaming.

The MCPA office is certainly not a regular office and not one day is
the same.

Time flies when you’re having fun.

Matie Barnard



mcpa finances

Reflecting on 2019…
The finances of the MCPA is in the best position it has been since
the start of the MCPA a number of years ago and even though
the levies were increase by less than 4% pa for 2019, the current
projection is that the cash reserves of the MCPA will increase by
more than R600 000 for the year.

Whilst attending to maintain a high level of service delivery to its
members the MCPA continued to invest in infrastructure during
the year with some of the projects undertaken, or due to be
completed by year end are:
● Payment to ESKOM for new high capacity electrical

transformers at Mab 7 (Boekenhoutplaat) and 10
(Elandsfontein) to ensure an adequate supply to the lodges in
those areas;

● Installation of electrical cables over more than 1 000m at Mab
6 (Itaga) to prevent veld fires and also to prevent unplanned
interruptions;

● Bush clearing of approximately 100 hectares (35ha by
Bergplaas) in the south to improve game viewing;

● Upgrades of the perimeter fence in the Vodacom Hill area.

Looking forward to 2020 - the budget summary:
● Levies to increase by 5,8% pa on 1 January 2020.

● Final payment on the loan for the MCPA building by June 2020.

● Bush clearance & repair of fences remain a priority with an
amount of R600 000 allowed for in the budget.

● Provision of R500 000 has again been made in the budget to
upgrade the water and electrical supply infrastructure.

● With fire protection being a key service, provision has been
made to provide accommodation to the Working on Fire team
and also to contribute towards a fund to have a specially
equipped spotter plane and helicopter on standby during the
winter season.

● The board has approved in concept a project to upgrade the
main point of access to Mabalingwe with final details to be
determined and the project to be financed from the current
cash reserves.



GAME MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT

A milestone in the rich history of Mabalingwe took place on a
winter’s day when the first signatories of the Mabalingwe Game
Management agreement signed the important document to
formalise relationships in Mabalingwe.
Signatories on the day were:
● Louise Snyman on behalf of Bellaqua, the owner of the Itaga

farms;

● Sandy Morton on behalf of the MCPA members;

● Hannes Wessels on behalf of the Boekenhoutplaat farm portion;

● Jan Zeederberg on behalf of the farm Bergplaas.

Negotiations with the owners of the Serapa farms have advanced
well and it is expected that a similar agreement will be signed
soon.  As a formal agreement with Serapa is a condition precedent
to the game purchase agreement signed by Friends-of-
Mabalingwe, it follows that the game purchase agreement will be
concluded as soon as an agreement with Serapa has been signed.
Discussions are underway with the trustees of the Mabalingwe 11
body corporate (Cyferfontein) to also find common ground on
their inclusion in a game management agreement.
With all agreements in place and the owners of property in
Mabalingwe also being part-owners of the game, the focus in
2020 will be to add new and interesting game related activities to
Mabalingwe – watch this space for more information!

Below: At the signing ceremony (L-R) : Sandy Morton, Bruno Penzhorn,
 Jan Zeederberg, Louise Snyman, Hannes Wessels, Frik Rademan.



FIRE SEASON SO FAR…

The annual fire season started on the 1 June and will run until the
end of November.

The Working on Fire team has been busy over the last couple of
weeks, assisting in 4 fire suppressing events, all with great
success.

The Mabalingwe team assisted in 2 fire suppressing events
outside of Mabalingwe and one on Mabalingwe itself.

With the temperatures raising and the strong windy days, the Fire
Index is high and fires can start very easily. We once again ask
owners and their guests to be fire-wise during this period.

● Don’t leave braai fires unattended.
● Once finished, please extinguish braai fires properly as the

wind can spread the embers to surrounding veldt.
● Don’t throw cigarette butts out of your vehicles window.
● No open fires – fires may only be made in existing designated

braai areas.

Please report any sign of smoke to our control room on the
following numbers:

014 001 7240
082 546 9052 083 272 4851

Please give as much as possible information which will assist
the Mabalingwe team in responding to the fire. Location is of

utmost importance, and by providing the correct location,
the Mabalingwe fire team can respond to the fire quicker.

Our grateful thanks to the Mabalingwe
and Working on Fire teams for their
efforts in both preventing and controlling
fires on Mabalingwe and on neighbouring
properties.  A large fire threatened
Mabalingwe on 8�� October 2019; the fire
teams, backed up by air support were
able to gain control over the blaze at the
Itaga/Mabalingwe border.



evacuation plan
Fire remains one of the greatest risks we have on Mabalingwe.
Not only does it threaten the loss of grazing and property, but also
life. For this reason, we would like to ensure that owners are
informed on the evacuation procedure for their specific area.

Method of notification
Owners will be notified in one of the following ways:
● Telephonic notification from the control room

● Mabalingwe staff will go door to door

The assembly point for each area is listed below. Visitors and
residents should make their way to the assembly point in a quick
but safe manner, taking all due safety precautions.

Stables
Soccer Flied or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

AREA ASSEMBLY POINT

Ingwe Camp Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Kwalata & Elephant Lodge Farm shop parking area

Kubu, Phiri and Tsweni Kubu swimming pool

Caravan Park Remain at the Caravan Park

Mabalingwe 1 (Idwala)
Mabalingwe 8 (Kukama)
Mabalingwe 10 (Elandsfontein)

Elandsfontein gate.
If the threat is in Elandsfontein, evacuate south
to the farm shop parking area.

Mabalingwe 7
(Boekenhoutplaat) Boekenhoutplaat gate.

Mabalingwe 2
(West of farm shop) Farm shop parking area

Mabalingwe 2
(East of Farm shop) Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Mabalingwe 4 Stables, soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Mabalingwe 6 Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)

Bush Camps Soccer field or airstrip (leaving the airstrip clear)



SECURITY UPDATE
Looking back over the past nine months our security personnel
have been faced with a series of challenges. What started as a
quiet period quickly changed into a busy time with 12 break-in
incidents.

Of the 12 break-ins:
● 3 were forced entries, where a window or door was

forced open
● 9 were unforced where either a window, or door was left

open.

Entry to the property in the southern area break-ins was by
cutting the fence along the main road. Entry to the northern
areas is through the small-holdings bordering Elandsfontein and
Idwala. Increased patrols and electronic surveillance is in force
along these borders. Following one of the incidents, a pursuit
resulted in the recovery of the stolen items.

In every instance, thieves have taken goods without confronting
those in residence - they are stealthy and quiet. Videofied
cameras have been instrumental in alerting security to burglars on
the property.

It is clear that many visitors to Mabalingwe are very lax with
regards basic security measures. Windows and doors are left
open and alarm systems are not engaged.

Polygraph tests were carried out on Security personnel and staff
of cleaning companies - all personnel passed the tests.

Noise complaints over weekends remains a concern. A number of
measures are being considered to try and curb the number of
incidents. One of the main areas of concern is that security
personnel are spending time on noise complaints which takes
them away from their primary duty of patrolling and keeping
property and people safe.

Baboons have also managed to
enter premises with varied levels
of damage caused.

Security Numbers
to note:

Control room
014 001 7240

Operators
082 546 9052
083 272 4851

Louis Roux
060 716 7175



Reserve NEWS
During the last three months the reserve team focused their
efforts on the south western area known as CPA property. The
work done includes bush clearance and road infrastructure
upgrades. The plan is to create a prime game drive area on this
200ha property.

The fence around Mabalingwe is approximately 42km long. Most
of this 42 km fence is maintained by the MCPA.

- 2015 saw the upgrade of the Witland and Itaga fences
- In 2017 the Serapa fence was upgraded.

As part of our fence maintenance plan the 6km fence, starting in
the south-east at Pitsi bush camp, over Vodacom hill, past Idwala
gate to the north-eastern corner of Elandsfontein are currently
being replaced. It is estimated that the upgrade will take 6-8
weeks.

Bush clearance is currently underway on the eastern fence of
Witland. This will allow a better-quality game viewing experience
in that area.

Due to frequent power outages in Elandsfontein a larger
transformer will be installed to deliver services to the area. Cable
upgrades and load-balancing have allowed the system to limp
along but it has now reached a point where only a transformer
upgrade will solve the problem.

The water stations have all been thoroughly cleaned and tests
have shown that there is no E-Coli in the water supply, either at
the boreholes or the water stations. However, flouride remains a
concern for the northern body corporates for permanent or near-
permanent owners and staff. It is suggested that owners in this
risk category consider a water filtration system to reduce the
flouride levels in the water.

The landing strip will be registered as a private airstrip with the
Civil Aviation Authority. Anyone wanting to use the facility must
apply for permission in advance and provide a signed indemnity
form. Detailed procedures for pilots will be provided when
permission is given.



What’s new at the shareblock?….

The folks at the Shareblock have been busy making a number of
changes to improve the experience enjoyed by visitors to
Mabalingwe.

● First ever Jumping pillow has been introduced and
implemented at Mabalingwe, next to the pool at the
Entertainment Centre

● Extension of the wooden deck at the recreation area next to
the Boeretroos Coffee Shop, creating more seating area for
the guests

● New sand pit area has been created for kids to build sand
castles and create memories

● Own initiative and creative tyre characters and vehicles have
been built and placed at the entertainment recreation centre
for the children to enjoy

● New snacks and treats are now available from Boeretroos
Coffeee shop.

● Kalahari Oasis regularly runs specials on food and drinks.
Enjoy a Portuguese quarter chicken with chips and bread roll
or Cheesy Chicken bites with chips, washed down with your
favourite beer or an R’nR. A pizza oven is currently being built
which will offer with a variety of pizza toppings.

● Kalahari Oasis has had an infrastructure upgrade just in time
for summer - 14 thatched canopies provide shade. A speaker
system has been installed at each canopy with a switch to set
sound louder of softer, creating the best vibe for guests.
A new swimming pool now offers a spot to cool down.
A service light system has been installed allowing for better
service at a flick of the call button.
For sports fans, two 58 inch TV’s have been placed outside so
there’s no need to miss a moment of the action.

●  Air conditioners are being installed into Timeshare units.

● Mbali Spa regularly offer specials on treatments and have also
introduced LCN nail treatments and products.



ACTIVITIES FROM THE CARAVAN PARK….



NEW LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR TECHNOLOGY
We know that lightning can be•potentially deadly•– the worst-case
scenario. Additionally, lightning can cause•great damage to
property and goods, as well as income loss due to downtime,
which all adds up to a possibly severe economic impact. It is
therefore critical to ensure that the•systems are intact and fully
functional•- a substandard or damaged protection system can
actually be worse than having no protection at all.
It is a requirement of insurers that all lightning conductors are
checked and certified as compliant by a qualified and registered
service provider.

Exciting news is that new technology now exists that does away
with the unsightly tall lightning conductor masts. The new system
involves the placing of a much shorter pole - usually not more
than 1.5m in the centre of a roof - this gives much better coverage
of the structure and is more efficient.

It must be stressed that the existing long poles, if tested and
certified as being compliant, are totally acceptable to the insurers.

In addition to adequate earthing and the condition of lightning
conductors, bonding and earthing of each section of wire mesh on
thatch roofs and Harvey Thatch tile roofs is also required to
minimise risk.

Anyone wanting to know more about this new technology should
contact Matie or Carlien in the MCPA offices for details.

Above: a photograph of a property on
Mabalingwe with the typical long lightning
conductors - right is an example of what
the house will look like with the new
technology poles installed.



MABALINGWE WEATHER
Although there is nothing we can do to influence or change the
weather, it’s still interesting to follow the seasonal trends. The
tables below show how mild Winter 2019 was.

June High Low Average
Temperature  27.0˚C  7.8˚C  15.4˚C
Dew Point  11.5˚C  ‐5.0˚C  5.4˚C
Humidity 97% 10% 16%
Wind speed 18.3 km/h 1.1 km/h
Wind Gust 28 km/h 1.8 km/h
Pressure 945.14 hPa 932.95 hPa

July High Low Average
Temperature  29.3˚C  7.8˚C  13.5˚C
Dew Point  8.3˚C  ‐9.2˚C  ‐0.1˚C
Humidity 94% 10% 34%
Wind speed 23.0 km/h 10 km/h 1.1 km/h
Wind Gust 32 km/h 5.5 km/h
Pressure 942.43 hPa 930.92 hPa

August High Low Average
Temperature  31.2˚C  7.8˚C  20.2˚C
Dew Point  12.6˚C  ‐11.9˚C  4.4˚C
Humidity 94% 10% 40%
Wind speed 23.0 km/h 10 km/h 1.1 km/h
Wind Gust 44.3 km/h 5.9 km/h
Pressure 946.16 hPa 926.85 hPa

September* High Low Average
Temperature  33.9˚C  5.6˚C  20.7˚C
Dew Point  13.4˚C  ‐10.2˚C  1.7˚C
Humidity 94% 10% 34%
Wind speed 27.0 km/h 0 km/h 3.8 km/h
Wind Gust 36.0 km/h 5.8 km/h
Pressure 947.51 hPa 930.24 hPa
Period 1 to 15 September

Please visit our website:
www.mabalingwe.org for more
information on the weather.



A STEALTH CAMERA REVEALS…

A number of owners have stealth cams, also known as trail
cams situated around their homes - there’s just a sample of
images recently captured by Steve Dunn on Itaga. Other images
include photos of buffalo,elephant, kudu, eland, brown hyaena
and ostrich.


